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Dear Parents/Caregivers 

UPDATE: COVID 19  

Thank you for your support and excellent communication today.  Truly appreciated. 

As you may be aware the Department of Health is currently working with all public sectors.  I 

received the information below from our Department of Education. 

International Travel 

 
From Sunday 15 March, the Prime Minister introduced measures placed on international 
arrivals into Australia. This means a mandatory 14 day self-isolation requirement will be 
placed on all international arrivals into Australia effective from midnight on 15 March 2020. 
  
From Monday 16 March, all international school excursions are banned. 
  
The National Cabinet also endorses the advice of the Australian Health Protection Principal 
Committee (AHPPC) today to introduce social distancing measures. 
  
The Smartraveller level advice for all Australian’s travelling overseas has been upgraded to 
a level 3 – ‘reconsider your need for overseas travel’ at this time.   In addition to this, some 
countries remain at a level 4 – ‘do not travel’.   
  
Regardless of the destination, age or health of the traveller, if the overseas travel is not 
essential, the Australian Government has asked people reconsider International travel 
arrangements. The implications of the new 14 day self-isolating restrictions for all arrivals 
into Australia will be communicated as more information becomes available. 
 

 
Mass Gatherings 
 
As you would be aware, the Australian Government has announced that all organised, non-
essential mass gatherings attended by more than 500 people must be cancelled from 
Monday 16 March 2020.  
 
The announcement was very clear this does not apply to schools, and that there is no need 
for school closures at this point in time. 
  
It does however include activities such as school balls, assemblies, concerts, sporting 
carnivals, and the like where they involve more than 500 people.  
 
The Director General asked for all principals to review their forward activity schedule to 
minimise the need for large gatherings and postpone any that meet these criteria until further 
notice. Please look at term 1 and term 2 events at this stage. 
 
In schools with more than 500 students, full school assemblies will cease, and other large in-
school student gatherings and events will be rescheduled if and when possible.   
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Continuity of Teaching and Learning & School Business Operations 
 
 
As the COVID-19 situation evolves, please continue your contingency planning for 
operations.  Plans for the continuity of learning and teaching are also essential and we will 
provide you with resources to assist with curriculum delivery to minimise disruption to 
student learning.  
 
This is the situation as it stands, based on current advice and we will continue to keep you 
informed. 

From the Principal 

Based on the information received, our response to COVID-19 is all about containment. I 

want to assure you that I have met with classroom staff and school cleaners to promote 

extra attention to the health and hygiene measures employed across our school. 

All assemblies, sporting events and the advertised ANZAC service have been cancelled this 

term and further events that would attract large numbers will not go ahead in Term 2 unless 

otherwise notified. 

I seek your support with keeping students who are unwell home and calling your Medical 

Centre for advice and medical certificates where required.  Please note the self-isolation 

period of 14 days for people returning to Australian shores.  

Where students are self-isolated or remain at home as a precautionary measure, work 

packages are available from us here at school.  

I will endeavour to provide you with continued updates on our website and through our 

CONNECT Community. Cherie Raymond, Assistant Principal is available to help you should 

you have password difficulties.   

Please don’t hesitate to contact any member of the Executive team if you require more 

information or support with this matter. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

 

PETA LAWRENCE 

PRINCIPAL 

 

16 March 2020 


